
The Fax Time Machine 

This newsletter is the idea of the 

officers of the Halifax RL Heritage 

Lunch Club, and club historian 

Andrew Hardcastle. All corre-

spondence should be sent to, 

Chris Mitchell c/o Halifax Pan-

thers RLFC The Shay Stadium, 

Shay Syke, Halifax HX1 2YT  

Stories, Photos  

Anecdotes, Facts and  

Figures from time gone 

by. 

 

Year 1                           Edition 1                     February 2021 

                   Ronnie James 

The departure of Steve Tyrer to Widnes recently robs him of the chance to 
establish a new Halifax career points scoring record. If the 2020 season had 
continued as normal he might by the end of it have achieved that target, for 
he leaves with a points total of 1984, just 207 shy of the record set by Ronnie 
James, the only individual to reach 2000 points for the club. 

Steve adapted his style over the years to achieve a remarkable success rate. 
He was able to notch 762 goals for Halifax to add to his 115 tries between 
2012 and 2020. Ronnie meanwhile kicked 1028 goals and scored 45 tries for 
2191 points between 1960 and 1971. Whilst Ronnie's tries only counted 3 
points each rather than 4, his drop goals did count as 2 points each instead of 
1 (though we're not quite sure how many of his goals were drops - people 
didn't differentiate them in those days when all goals counted the same). 

No other player in Halifax's 147-year history comes close to these two. For 
third-place we have to go back to the 1930s and '40s, when Hubert Lock-
wood kicked 818 goals and scored 6 tries for 1654 points. Only three other 
players have registered more than 1000 points - Garfield Owen (1082), Lee 
Paterson (1072) and John Schuster (1013). 

With points scoring records it's essentially a battle of the goalkickers. For 
others it's virtually an impossible task to reach 1,000 points. Johnny Free-
man came closest, with his club-record 290 tries counting as 870. Adding 
on his 15 goals took him to 900. He is one of two players who would have 
reached the thousand under the current scoring system (1190), the other 
being Bruce Burton, whose total of 928 points included 77 three-point  
tries. 

In the early days of the game, points were much 
tougher to come by. Until 1895 we were playing under 
the rules of the Rugby Football Union, in a game often 
dominated by scrums, line-outs, rucks and mauls. Tries 
were infrequent and goals harder to land with a heavi-
er, less aerodynamic ball. The rules were slow to 
change after 1895, and it was not until Billy Little came 
along from Seaton, Cumberland, in 1901 that we 
gained a proficient marksman. He managed 326 suc-
cesses in his 305 matches between then and 1910, still 
from largely limited opportunities. 

       Billy Little 



At the other end of the 
scale, several players ended 
their Halifax careers with no 
points at all. Most played 
only a few games, so the 
record must go to Cyril Halli-
day, who made 181 appear-
ances as hooker between 
1922 and 1929. 

Malcolm Agar  

It was Little's record that Hubert Lockwood 
broke. But like all the other kickers until relative-
ly recent times, Hubert still had to contend with 
the old-style ball, and no kicking tee. This neces-
sitated a straight on approach to the ball, as it 
would usually need a pretty hefty thump to get 
it between the posts. All the successful kickers 
of the past had a large number of unrecorded 
misses to their names. 

Barrie Cooper in the 1960s was the first Halifax 
kicker to use a different style.  His round-the-
corner approach being what he knew from his 
earlier sporting life as a soccer player. Modern-
day exponents have adapted this into a tech-
nique which has allowed them to achieve a suc-
cess-percentage that could only have been 
dreamed about in years gone by. 

 

Hubert Lockwood 

 

The Top 10 Halifax points scorers (League and Cup matches only, friendlies not in-
cluded) 

 1. Ronnie James (1960-71)  - 2,191 in 372 appearances 

 2. Steve Tyrer (2012-20) - 1,984 in 217 appearances 

 3. Hubert Lockwood (1934-46) - 1,654 in 348 appearances 

 4. Garfield Owen (1956-61) - 1,082 in 166 appearances 

 5. Lee Paterson (2007-13) - 1,072 in 151 appearances 

 6. John Schuster (1993-97) - 1,013 in 117 appearances 

 7. Bruce Burton (1969-76) - 928 in 183 appearances 

 8. Johnny Freeman (1954-67) - 900 in 396 appearances 

 9. Tuss Griffiths (1952-56) - 891 in 151 appearances 

10. Malcolm Agar (1981-85) - 843 in 133 appearances 

Quiz questions: 

Of these pairs, which player do you 
think scored most points for Halifax? 

1) Jamie Bloem or Martin Pearson? 

2) Jimmy Birts or Graham Holroyd? 

3) Steve Smith or Colin Whitfield? 

Answers in next months issue issue 

Our thanks to Andrew Hardcastle for the 
facts, figures and Mike Riley for photos 

 

Barrie Cooper 

Lee Paterson 


